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England.

Nor does it appear that authority was ever exercised
by any Emperor in Spain. Nevertheless the choice of
Alfonso X by a section of the German electors, in A.D.
1258, may be construed to imply that the Spanish kings
were members of the Empire. And when, A.D. 1053,
Ferdinand the Great of Castile had, in the pride of his
victories over the Moors, assumed the title of * Hispanise
Imperator," the remonstrance of Henry III declared the
rights of Rome over the Western provinces indelible, and
the Spaniard, though protesting his independence, was
forced to resign the usurped dignity \

No act of sovereignty is recorded to have been done
by any of the Emperors in England, though as heirs of
Rome they might be thought to have better rights over it
than over Poland or Denmark1. There was, however, a
vague notion that the English, like other kingdoms, must
depend on the Empire: a notion which appears in
Conrad Ill's letter to John of Constantinople J; and
which was countenanced by the submissive tone in which
Frederick I was addressed by the Plantagenet Henry IIk.
English independence was still more compromised in the
next reign, when Richard I, according to Hoveden,

sition. Describing the Roman coro-
nation of the Emperor Conrad II,
Wippo (c. 16), tells us * His ita per-
actis in duorum regum prsesentia
Ruodolfi regis Burgundise et Chnu-
tonis regis Anglorum divino officio
finite imperator duorum regum me-
dius ad cubiculum suum honorifice
ductus est.*

J Letter in Otto Fris. i.: * No-
bis submittuntur Francia et Hispa-
nia, Anglia et Dania.'

k Letter in Radewic says, * Reg-
num nostrum vobis exponimus. . .
Vobis imperandi cedat auctoritas, no*
bis non deerit voluntas obsequendi.

h There is an allusion to this in
the poems of the Cid. Arthur
Duck, De Vsu et Autboritate luris
Civilis, quotes the view of some
among the older jurists, that Spain
having been, as far as the Romans
were concerned, a res derelicta, re-
covered by the Spaniards themselves
from the Moors, and thus acquired
by occupatio, ought not to be subject
to the Emperors,
1 One of the greatest of English
kings appears performing an act of
courtesy to the Emperor which was
probably construed into an acknow-
ledgment of his own inferior po-